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THE NEWSLETTER

It's a brand new year
and we’re ready to be-
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growth and maturity
could be improved at
Immanuel. There’s a
hope that our celebra-
tion service will be en-
hanced by having more
folks in attendance and
that there will be more
opportunity for fellow-

ship.

Even with all of that
knowledge, there may
still  be  questions.
“What if I’'m not a so-
cial extravert and don’t
really like to mingle
with others between
services?” “What if my
kids are distracting to
me or others when
they’re in worship?”
“Why should a person
care about adult educa-
tion?” Maybe you have
your own unique ques-
tions.

For me, it comes down
to what it means to be a
follower of Jesus Christ.
Christians have never
been intended to walk
in their faith alone; they
are always called into a
community. Communi-
ties are sometimes diffi-
cult and even dangerous
places. The one thing
that set the early follow-
ers of Christ apart was
LOVE, and that was
noticed even by those
most opposed to them!
It wasn’t just the love of
God that they preached

and spoke about, but it
was the love they dem-
onstrated to one an-
other and to everyone.

As we renew our focus
on spiritual growth and
maturity, my prayer is
that we will all remem-
ber Paul’s encourage-
ment that “love builds
up” and truly be a com-
munity that is known
for its deep love. That
may mean that we have
to give each other the
room to be unique indi-
viduals while we de-
velop new relationships.
It may mean that we
stretch ourselves to ac-
commodate one an-
other. It may mean that
we become different
than we’ve ever been
before. Hopefully it will
mean that our spiritual
growth is above all else,
seen not in the knowl-
edge we possess, but in
the love we share.

Growing with You,

Mark Zier
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WELCOME 2009

Wow, I can’t believe that it
is 2009 already! Where does the
time go? As most of us do at this
time of year, I have reflected on
the past and look forward to the
New Year. As I prayerfully con-
sider what to write for the January
newsletter, soft white puffy flakes
fall from heaven.

The year of 2008 has cer-
tainly been one of challenges and
changes for all of us; some with
job changes - under or unemploy-
ment, ups and downs of the econ-
omy, recessionary times, dwindling
retitement funds, loss of health
benefits, health issues, the death of
loved ones, the stress of family and
friends serving our country in fara-
way places, increased need for
feeding the hungry. The list goes
on and on — I don’t mean to be
doom and gloom, but the reality of
our situation is one of constant
change and challenges, but the one
thing that never changes, is God’s
love for each of us.

From Missionaries Shauen & Krista Trump

Dear Brothers and Sisters of Immanuel, thank you so much for your generous and
kindhearted welcome! We had a wonderful time worshiping with you and sharing a
little bit about how God is working in Uganda. We are continuing on our journey
towards Uganda eager for our departure on January 4th. Thank you for your sup-
port. May God continue to richly bless you as you have blessed us! -Shauen and

As I reflect, I am reminded
that what I ‘'have' is not really
mine. Pat, my children, grand chil-
dren, my job (or lack of job), the
monies I receive as pay, my eye-
sight, our home, everything that I
consider 'mine' is not really mine;
they are really all gifts from God. 1
am continually asking myself if I
am being a good steward of those
gifts, am I truly trusting in the
Lord to provide for me; am I trust-
ing Him to be my Rock; do I truly
believe that He is my salvation?

Just as Pat and I are finan-
cially challenged, so is our church.
As T've communicated in prior
newsletters, congregational meet-
ings, and staff has shared with
many of you, 2008 has been a fi-
nancially challenging year for Im-
manuel, and honestly, we do not
see an immediate end to these
We are thankful for
the gifts we have been given and

challenges.

very much appreciate your faithful-

ness. We believe we have been

Krista Trump, Your Missionaties to Uganda: http://TheTrumps.org/

Thank you! Have a blessed day!

JANUARY 2009

good stewards with the monies
you have given us and are stretch-
ing the gifts to the best of our
abilities.
increased giving in 2009 to keep up

However, we will need

with our current expenses. We will

continue to communicate our
situation and will be teaching on
stewardship in this New Year. 1
am asking that we each prayerfully
consider the sharing of our gifts
and how we return to God the
gifts He has given us.

Trust in thedrp with all

your heart; do not depend on your o
understanding. Seek his will in all yc
do, and he will show you which path

take. Honor theoRD with your

wealth and with the best part of eve
thing you produce. Then he will fill yo
barns with grain, and your vats will ove
flow with good wine. ~ Provefbs 3: 5

and 40

Servant for Jesus’ sake,
Nancy Corrado
Your Congregational President
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Theft Prevention

Most people are shocked when they

learn that incidents of theft can hap-
pen in a church building. And it
even happens in our church build-
ing. But this isn’t a new phenome-
non. So please remember to never
leave your valuables or purses unat-
tended, and make sure that your car
is locked while in the parking lot.
Taking these precautions can pre-
vent someone from taking advantage
of our trusting church members.

W

ATTENTION GOLDEN CLASSICS

HAPPY NEW YEAR! We will be starting off the new
year with our January Potluck on Tuesday, January
20th, at 12:00 noon. PLEASE NOTICE THE NEW
TIME WHICH WILL MEAN LESS TROUBLE
PARKING. Itis only 15 minutes later and will work
out better for many people.

We will be ringing in the year with entertainer Randy
Rogers; singer, guitarist and humorist. Randy per-
formed for us last year and was such a favorite that we
asked him to return. You may remember his deep voice
and his collection of good jokes! He will certainly start
our year out with music and laughter!

Let's start out this year by asking all of our friends to
come, offering rides to those who need them, and invit-
ing newcomers to join us. We would love to see new
faces as well as old friends. So bring your table service,
a favorite dish, as many friends as you can round up and
food for the FOOD BANK. Let's also remember those
people who are having a tough time these days.

Join us for a fun-filled afternoon. See you there!
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OPPORTUNITIES TO SERVE

The 2009 Armory dates atre as follows:
Jan. 29, Feb. 25, April 22 & 30, June 24, July 30,
August 26, October 28, December 23 & 31

These dates can be filled by a group, a family or a group of individu-
als wanting to help the homeless and less fortunate in our commu-
nity. If you need more information or would like to help out please
contact Ginger Schmidt at 845-8417.

HAPPY-

R

LW.M.L. NEWS

Welcome New Year 2009. Welcome faith, hope,
charity and love.

We have a big SURPRISE for all of you at our first
meeting of the New Year in Brackman Hall at
11:30 AM on Wednesday, January 7th, 2009. 1
am pleased to announce that Mrs. Beth Zeir will be
our featured speaker. Beth will speak on Grace
for the Journey.

Beth is a survivor. She was involved in a near-fatal
car accident in 1980 and was given less than a 5%
chance to live. By the grace of God, she survived.
In 2002 she was diagnosed with breast cancer,
again by God’s grace, she survived.

Beth will be sharing about her experience of God’s
grace and lessons learned as a result of her near-
ness to death, and fight for life. She will also share
about how God has “called” her to help other
women overcome their life challenges through her
counseling practice: “Offering HOPE for the
Journey.”

All women of Immanuel are invited. Please bring a
friend. Bring a sack lunch. Beverage and dessert
will be provided. We look forward to seeing you

for this inspiring event.
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What 6s Happening at Concordia Lutheran

Christmas is a great time of the year to focus on our response to
God’s amazing grace. The students at Concordia have been doing just
that.

We love to show our
Our student leadership group “Helping Hands,” directed by Mr. Der- schools to visitors.
win Dressler, provided Thanksgiving food baskets for needy families
in the community. During Advent they are also raising money for Contact us for a per-

Habitat for Humanities through Thrivent for Lutherans, and conduct- sonal tour and see our
ing a coin drive for school supplies to support a Mayan school in great kids and staff if
Guatemala. X

action. To schedule a
Chapel offering are given to support Gateway Medical Alliance in put- visit call Paul Bethke

chasing wheelchairs for needy individuals in Morocco.

at CLS (253-475-9513),

Thirteen ECAP families will receive a truck load of Christmas gifts or
provided by the students and families at Concordia.

Bob Malzahn at
MRLH (253-284-4433)

From December 13-20 Concordia is housing 4 homeless families
through the Phoenix Housing Network. We will provide a warm place
to sleep and meals at the school.

Please continue to pray for the faculty, staff, students, and families at
Concordia.

You will find lots of information about Concordia on our website at
www.concordiatacoma.com.
For enrollment information call Ellen Malzahn at 253-475-9513.

Mount Rainier Lutheran High School News

The MRLH Choir and Instrumental music programs will present an Evening of Fine Arts focused on Christmas Friday De-
cember 12 at 7:00pm.

Three student members of DaFT (Debate and Forensics Team) received first place honors and superior ratings at a tourna-
ment this past month. Travis M., Chelsea G., and Jean L. were recognized for their individual performances in the Interpre-
tive Reading and Humorous Interpretation categories. Way to go Hawks!

The boys and girls varsity basketball teams have already recorded wins this season with the hope of many more to come!
Check out the athletic schedule on the school website and come cheer on Hawk basketball!

Please pray for senior students who are in the process of applying for college entrance. They sometimes feel stressed by this
task so your support and encouragement in prayer will make a huge difference for them. Thank youl!

Christmas break begins after school on Friday, December 19, as students and their families celebrate the wonder and joy of
Christ’s birth.

Check out our website for lots of information and schedules: www.mrlh.org,


http://www.concordiatacoma.com/
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You Have Been Transformed Through Prayer!

Last spring, in preparation for a per-
formance at school, my son was sing-
ing a portion of a song. The line goes
like this, “bullfrogs and butterflies,
they’ve both been born again”. What
an interesting way to look at the trans-
formation that a tadpole and a cater-
pillar go through in their lives. Their
transformation is part of God’s ulti-
mate plan for them and they are trans-
formed to a completely new creature
with a new purpose. As followers of
Christ we are privileged to have our
own born again experience. For some
of us this may have been a dramatic
change in the very makeup of our be-
ing. For others it may have been a
sweet and calm moment in out lives
where we suddenly grasped the true
meaning of God’s grace and salvation.
No matter how it has happened in
your life, you have been transformed
into a new creature, with a new pur-
pose. But, is God done with you?
Now that you have been born again is
that it? Is the transformation over?

No way! Philippians 1:6 says being

with Him the same way we cultivate a
relationship with anyone else. We talk
to Him.

Consistent daily prayer leads to an
intimate relationship with God. It
very quickly becomes a conversation
with your very best friend. And when
we allow that relationship to flourish
the Holy Spirit begins to teach us
about the Character of God, the na-
ture of the Fruit of the Spirit and we
begin to live out Christ-like actions.
The very essence of our being be-
comes transformed and the Holy
Spirit breathes new life into our hearts
and minds.

Prayer is not a suggestion I make
lightly. Prayer is what we must do to
experience growth and blessings and
protection.  Scripture reminds us

again and again to pray:

James 5:13-16. Is any one of you in
trouble? He should pray. Is anyone
happy? Let him sing songs of praise.

confident of this, that he who began B ggost you sick? He should call the
work in you will carry it on to compleliders of the church to pray over him

until the day of Christ J€&atb.sent
His Holy Spirit to fill us up and trans-
form us, but the job is far from done.

In response to our salvation and our
transformation we are required to
seek God first. It is through relation-
ship with God, Jesus, and the Holy
Spirit that the work in us is continued.
What does that mean, relationship
with God? It means that we cultivate
a relationship with Him as though He
is patt of our family and, like our fam-
ily, lives in our house, talks with us,
tights with us, loves, laughs, and cries
with us. We cultivate that relationship

and anoint him with oil in the name
of the Lord. And the prayer offered
in faith will make the sick person well;
the Lord will raise him up. If he has
sinned, he will be forgiven. Therefore
confess your sins to each other and
pray for each other so that you may
be healed. The prayer of a righteous
man is powerful and effective.

1 Timothy 2:8.
where to lift up holy hands in prayer,

I want men every-
without anger or disputing.

Colossians 4:2 Devote yourselves to
prayer, being watchful and thankful.

Philippians 4:6 Do not be anxious
about anything, but in everything, by
prayer and petition, with thanksgiving,
present your requests to God.

E.M. Bounds (pastor and author 1835
-1913), says Prayer is our most formi-
dable weapon. Prayer protects us
from depression, fear, loneliness, mar-
tial strife, pride self-obsession, in
short, sin. Sin separates us from God
but prayer draws us near to God and
builds walls around our hearts and
minds that help protect us and keep
Without that

intimate relationship with God you

us close to our Savior.

are left weak and defenseless against
the evil one that secks to destroy you.

Building an intimate relationship with
God takes dedication and conviction
and guess what else? Prayer. We are
humans, with busy lives and lists of
things to do, that’s a mile long, so you
may have to start by asking Him to
convict you and create in you a desire
Don’t be dis-

couraged. Keep trying, pray anywhere

to know Him more.

over everything and you will find the
Living God. God has chosen prayer
He has
spread a table for us with every kind

as his channel of blessings.

of wisdom, grace, and strength be-
cause he knows exactly what we need.
But the only way we can get it is to
pull up to the table and taste and see
that the Lord is good.

Jim Cymbala (pastor and author)
Submitted by, Kaylin Snodgrass

Rﬂ‘l-z(licate '
your Li L‘.

Lo'_: ~Christ
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This craft is a reminder
4 Of Jesus' perfect
example for us. When
we ask “What Would

Jesus Do?” we can
build our character
to be more like his.

What you need:

* 16 inches of bead and jewelry
cord (about 1 mm thick)

* 32 mm split ring (key ring)

CHARACTER THAT PLEASES | |-ttt

* 5 jewelry beads (plastic or
wooden, about %2 cm or 12")

* black permanent marker

What you do:

1. Fold your jewelry cord in
half.

2. Put the loop of the jewelry
cord through the split ring.

3. Put the ends of the cord
through the loop to make
a knot.

4. Thread the two ends through
one of your small beads.

5. Then thread the rest of the
beads (alternating between
small and large, ending with
a small bead).

6. Tie two or three knots at
the end to hold the beads
in place.

7. With a permanent marker,
write a letter (W, W, ] and D)
on each of the four wooden
beads. On the opposite
side of each bead, write the
same letter.

The New Year is a time for renewed commitments and changes
in our behavior. Complete the puzzle below to see whose example
is worthy of imitating or copying.

Match the blocks of spaces and letters to finish the NIV Bible verse.
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January

2) Doug Gerken, Taylor Lowdermilk

3) Eleen Bissell, Marva Skinner

4) Grant Salisbury

5) Lori Felcyn

6) Sam Morman

7) Scott Acutff, Lois Overman

9) Marilyn Carlson, Gabe Carroll, Art Schweim

10) Nick Wakefield

11) Kay Peterson, Melissa Schwartz, Kelly Wakefield

12) Steven Anselmi, Delores Ehli, Carmella Goodman
Charlene Thompson

13) Eva Billings

14) Terry Brock, Michele Nelson

15) Cindy Bowers, Elizabeth Foley, Emily Scholz

16) Madison Carlson

18) Denny Langston

20) Kathleen Neptun, Karen Urstad

21) Linda Marie

22) Tanner Pierce

ol

23) Angie Sherin, Evan Simonson, Pamela Simonson
24) Rex Clausnitzer, Margaret Neptun, Joel Simonson
26) Teri Vogliardo

27) Isaac Heidal

28) Dane Hewitt

30) Sander Susee

January

3) Terry & Marianne Schuh 28 years
4) Elliot & Heather Holdeman 12 years
6) Eric & Janice Haring 47 years
Cary & Sherri Peterson 19 years
7) John & Kaylin Snodgrass 14 years
14) George & Win Duris 53 years
17) Ken & Lynn Beaulaurier 16 years
19) Kathy & Ronald Manuel 1 year
21) Ian & Penny Douglas 25 years
26) John & Irene McGregor 39 years
28) Jerry & Linda Keller 48 years
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Kingdom Weekend Welcomes You!!!

We would like to invite all from Immanuel to join us for another Kingdom Weekend scheduled for
March 6th, 7th and 8th of 2009. We, the Kingdom Weekend team, are excited to fellowship and
learn together with YOU on this exciting weekend experience.

So what is KW? First of all, it is a get-away for adults to spend time together having fun, growing
in faith, and getting to know others better. More specifically, Kingdom Weekend is a lay-led week-
end experience designed as a time for adult Christians to explore their faith in God, their relation-
ship with Jesus, and their priorities in life. While the weekend will mean something different for
each person, it will include spending time listening, talking, singing, and worshiping together.

There are comfortable beds with real bedding (no sleeping bags here), indoor bathrooms, so no
outdoor trips in the middle of the night, and excellent meals prepared by the Camp Arnold chefs
(no mess hall grub).

What will this cost? Nothing . There is no cost to the first time participant. This is a gift to you
from the Kingdom Weekend ministry.

If you have been feeling like there is more to life, more to church, more to Christ, please pray
about attending this Kingdom Weekend.

Kirk Hinman
Lay Leader

Name:
Address:
City, State:
Zip:

Home Phone;
Alt. Phone:

Special dietary needs?

Do you have any special needs for your comfort this weekend?




How You Can Reach Us
Staff to Serve You

Senior Pastor: Rev. John Biermann:
pjbiermann(@qwestoffice.net
Visitation Pastor: Rev Bob Banken:
banken@comcast.net
Community & Care: Mark Zier:
MarkZiet@SharingGodsHope.org

alschweim@qwestoffice.net
Preschool: Michelle Barger:
ilepreschool@qwestoffice.net
Youth: Doug Weinrich:
Doug@SharingGodsHope.org
Office Manager: Mary Holdeman:
mholdeman@qwestoffice.net
Media Coordinator: Judi Nix:
judinix1@aol.com
Bulletin & Newsletter Information:
churchoffice4@aol.com

Celebration & Children: Amy Schweim:

Want to kno
serving for the month of

January?
Check out our website
www.SharingGodsHope.org

Or pick up a copy outside
the church office.
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Sharing Godos Hope!

February Newsletter deadline is
Tuesday, January 20.

Please submit articles to

churchoffice4@aol.com
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