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What a great month to 

be able to write the lead 

article for the newsletter.  

As we wind up our ob-

servance of Lent culmi-

nating in Good Friday, 

we are again reminded of 

the enormous sacrifice 

that Christ made for us 

on the cross and how he 

has set us free in His 

Easter resurrection! 

Some youth stuff that is 

happening from now 

until summer time: 

April 19th: 1-7pm meet at 

church with a number of 

other youth groups to do 

some work for Friends 

and Servants at their 

farm.  We will head up to 

Our Savior for dinner 

and worship.  This is a 

free event open to all 

youth 7th grade and up. 

May 1: Laser Tag Lock-

in with Celebration Lu-

theran church.  The cost 

is $30, sign up with 

Doug.  Look for updates 

on time for this event.  

(All youth event) 

Y o u t h  M i s s i o n 

Trip:  This year we will 

be going to the town of 

Republic, Wa to help 

them run a VBS program 

for the children in their 

town.  The dates will be 

July 6-11 and is open to 

ALL current 9th to 12th 

grade students.  The cost 

is $100.  There will be a 

meeting in the Storefront 

as more information be-

comes available. 

Creation: This year is 
July 22-26 and is open to 
all students currently in 
6th grade and above.  For 

the best rate, pay $120 to 
Doug by April 10th.  Af-
ter that date the price 
will go up! Go to 
www.creationfest.com to 
find out what bands will 
be there this year. 
Need: 

We could use some 

youth and parents to 

take a turn running Holy 

Grounds.  Contact me or 

Tom and Tracy Carroll if 

you are interested.  

Credit toward youth trips 

is available to those who 

help. 

Thanks for your support 

of youth at Immanuel. 

Doug Weinrich 

Minister to Youth 

Happy Easter!!! 
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Spring Clean Up 

Saturday, May 16 

It is time for the most anticipated Im-

manuel event of the year for fun and 

fellowship; also known as the Spring 

Clean Up!!!!!!!! Donuts in the AM and 

pizza for lunch, and a little work with 

that fun and fellowship. Starts at 8 AM 

and ends by NOON. One of the pro-

jects will be cleaning the exterior win-

dows, so if you 

have any win-

dow cleaning 

tools (especially 

h i g h 

reach) they 

would be ap-

p r e c i a t e d . 

Please sign up 

at the Connec-

tion Center, so 

we have an idea for how much food 

we need to order!!! 

L.W.M.L. NEWS 

Our April Meeting will be held on the first Wednesday of the month, April 1st.  The plans for this meeting, first and fore-
most, are to celebrate Easter and our Risen Lord.  There will be hymn singing and a devotional.  As always we will enjoy 
our lunch time together and our hostesses, Jackie Hanenburg and Lila Dumdei will provide a wonderful dessert.  The de-
votion will be led by Cheryl Dallum.  We will sing a favorite hymn in celebration.  The hymn is the familiar Jesus Christ is 
Risen Today!  Jeannette Gretzner will accompany us on the piano. 

The social part of the meeting includes an Easter Parade with homemade Easter Bonnets with definitely different prizes 
awarded. 

Later, crafting of Easter Cards for our homebound congregation members will complete the afternoon.  What a wonderful 
afternoon it will be. 

The annual Zone Spring Rally will be held at Peace Lutheran Church in Chehalis on April 25th.  It includes all 14 churches 
in our Rainier Zone.  It is a wonderful day of Christian devotion and fellowship and really good food.  All women at Im-
manuel are welcome to attend.  Please watch the Sunday Paper for details. 

God loves us enough to accept us as we are, 

But he loves us too much to leave us that way. 

Mart de Haan 

Golden Classicsõ Entertainment and Travel Schedule 

April 21—Regular Potluck Luncheon; Entertainment:  “The Rainier 

Philharmonic” with the Runyons 

May 19—Regular Potluck Luncheon; Entertainment:  Chellis Swan-

son Jensen speaks about “My life as Rhinestone Rosie” 

June 16—Potluck Luncheon; Entertainment:  Dan Willman and his 

“One Man Band” 

July 21—Car/Van Trip:  Visit the Ukranian Bapist Church and 

World Vision’s New Venue, then out to lunch at Old Country Buffet 

in Federal Way 

August and September—NO MEETING 

October 13 (one week early) - Potluck Luncheon; Entertainment:  

“The Sunnyside Orchestra” 

October 20—Bus Trip To Leavenworth 

November 17—Annual Thanksgiving Feast Potluck (turkey, dress-

ing, potatoes and gravy furnished);  Entertainment:  “The Tacoma 

Banjo Band” 

December 15—Annual Christmas Potluck  (Ham furnished); Enter-

tainment:  A Presentation by:  the Golden Classics’ Sing Along and 

Program.  Christmas Donation to World Vision instead of gift ex-

change 
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Whoõs Serving 

04/05/09 Amy’s team 

 8:00 am 

Deacon:  Jodi Turco 

Reader:  Gloria Banken 

Cantor:  Amy Schweim 

Sound: Larry Forschler 

 

 10:30 am 

Deacon:  Diana Guerrini 

Reader:  Diana Gerken 

Sound:  Carl Youngquist 

Projector: Eric Holdeman 

04/19/09 Amy’s team 

 8:00 am 

Deacon: Helmut Schmidt 

Reader:  Jan Clark 

Cantor: Phil Schneider 

Sound: Larry Forschler 

  

 10:30 am 

Deacon:  Kaylin Snodgrass 

Reader:  John Snodgrass 

Sound:  Dan Field 

Projector: Donna Kingsbury 

04/12/09 Doug’s Team 

 8:00 am 

Deacon:  Diana Guerrini 

Assistants:  Phil & Joy Schneider 

Reader:  Bob Rassmussen 

Cantor:  Barbara Wortley 

Sound: Larry Forschler 

 9:30 am 

Deacon:  Ian Douglas 

Assistants: Cecil & Karron Terry 

Reader:  Mike Turner 

Sound:  Dan Nix 

Projector: Judi Nix 

 11:00 am 

Deacon:  Lynette McKenna 

Assistants: TBA 

Reader:  Mike Turner 

Sound:  Dan Nix 

Projector: Judi Nix 

04/26/09 Doug’s Team 

 8:00 am 

Deacon:  Jodi Turco 

Assistants: Bob & Gloria Banken 

Reader:  Sue Field 

Cantor: Karen Urstad 

Sound: Larry Forschler 

  

 10:30 am 

Deacon:  Frank Vitale 

Assistants: Dennis & Jayne Gegory 

Reader:  Bob Fay 

Sound:  Dan Nix 

Projector: Joseph McKenna 

Altar Guild 

Flowers & Paraments: 

Bonnie Pooley 

 

Holy Communion Ware/Linens: 

Marie Bartholf 

Worship team contacts 

Amy:  

alschweim@qwestoffice.net 

Doug: 

Doug@SharingGodsHope.org 

Audio-Visual contacts 

Judi Nix: 

253-376-3921 

Donna Kingsbury: 

253-445-5460 

April 10, 2009  

7:30pm 

April 12, 2009   

8, 9:30 & 11 am 

April 5, 

2009 



PAGE 4 APRIL 2009 

Dear Congregation, 

Maybe Spring is here!  The other day 

as I was watching kids playing tag, 

and joyfully riding their bikes enjoying 

the fabulous fresh air, it made me 

think of spring.  Even though we saw 

sunshine and snow during the first 

few days of March—I think it’s here.  

The daffodils in my yard are showing 

color breaks in their bloom and the 

crocuses are all bright with color. 

The children in school are looking 

forward to spring break and the up-

coming seemingly endless days of 

summer.  But what about the kids 

that aren’t  in stable housing and 

aren’t attending school regularly if at 

all?  Some of those children don’t 

think of playing tag, kite flying, and 

riding bikes with friends.  They simply 

think of surviving, and hope that with 

the longer day’s warmth will return so 

that their sleeping place will not be so 

cold and their daytime place will not 

be so confined.  Many of these chil-

dren suffer from the traumatic experi-

ence of being homeless, and many 

others suffer from the trauma of what 

made their family homeless.  

The other day in the Tacoma News 

Tribune there was an article that 

stated that with the current economic 

situation, high rate of unemployment, 

loss of housing that 1 in 50 children 

will experience homelessness.  These 

children and their parents who find 

their way to Helping Hand House 

immediately begin receiving healing 

support for the whole family.  The 

children have their own bed with 

clean linens and a quilt of their own.  

They have new books, age appropri-

ate toys, bathing and other personal 

hygiene supplies.  They receive new 

clothes as needed and those who are 

school aged are equipped and sup-

ported as they reengage in school.  

Donors like you make it possible for 

them to have opportunities other 

community children have, like girl 

scouts, boy scouts, boys and girls 

clubs, participation in sports or other 

school activities, tutoring and coun-

seling to help them overcome the past 

trauma and focus on the future.  And 

even more as their family is stabilized 

the children can relax and become 

children again and not take on the 

grown up responsibilities they have 

been faced with. 

One of my favorite things is driving 

up to one of our 60 homes and seeing 

the children playing in the yard, or 

going inside and seeing them reading 

or playing a game.  Thank you for 

helping to normalize the lives of fami-

lies and children who are homeless. 

Best  Wishes, 

Nola Renz 

Helping Hand House 

Immanuel Hope is up and running - or should we say  walking??  The first meeting for our Immanuel Lutheran Church 
Relay for Life team, Immanuel Hope, was held on March 18.  The following was the outcome of the meeting as well as the 
survey that was conducted in February. 
 
We are going to cancel the Rest Stop scheduled for Mar 30 - April 3, 2009. There didn't appear to be that much interest to 
man the facility although the "bakers" were ready to man the ovens.  We currently have approx. $1,000 in our account - 
funds generated mostly by the fall nut sales, so we have a really healthy base to begin with.  Those present at the meeting 
decided to wait until after Easter to do any fund-raising and after that, there are a couple ideas that surfaced that look prom-
ising.  If you would like a t-shirt, they are once again, $10.00 each with survivors shirts given out at no cost.  If you would 
like a shirt, either team or survivor, please contact Joy Schneider and let her know which kind of shirt you are looking 
for and please, don't forget to give a size. 
 
This years relay will be at the "new" Kalles Junior High field.  We are looking to have a tent/awning/gathering place.  The 
event is scheduled for June 26-27, 2009 and is a 24 hour event that begins at 6pm Friday.  We have a lot of fun, you never 
know who you are going to see on the  track or at our gathering spot.  Mark your calendars if you would like to come out 
and be a part of this event.  You, too, are a part of the Immanuel Hope family and we want to show the community that we 
care about them - let's show them with a strong presence at this event.  Our next meeting is scheduled for April 19, 2009 at 
11:45am , Brackman Hall.   See  you there  :-) 



 

 

 

 
 

1) Gerry Merz 

2) Josua Ehrhardt 

3) Mabel Rud 

4) Alexis Wortley 

5) Isaac McDonald 

6) Kristin Gratzer, Nanci Rosella, Levi Wyatt 

7) Gary Carlson, Haley Carroll, Janice Haring, Kari 

Montgomery, Justin Rains 

8) Ann Fulton, Adam Kane 

9) Jodi Youngquist 

10) Susan Treloar 

11) Sara Gundermann, Carol Otterson Jr. 

12) Amanda Engelhart, Jim Halviland, Madison Hewitt, 

Dan Nix, Dean Pierce, Susan Yarrington 

13) Cindy Morris, Barbara Williams 

14) Julia Dressler, Nathaniel Smith 

15) Karyn Coleman 

16) Mike Peterson, Rad Zambrana  

18) Caitrin McKenna 

19) Katie Frynerger 

20) Madison Salisbury 

21) Tracy Carroll, Jessica Fryberger, John Snodgrass 

22) Susan Carlson, Carson Cutter, Lee Scott, Sean 

McNabb, Shirlian Rasmussen 

23) Sara Roberts 

25) Jayne Gregory, Ruth Hayes 

27) Nadia Cutter 

28) Rod Gratzer, Gerene Lombardini 

29) McKenna Cardwell 

 

1) Dean & Carina Pierce 14 years 

4) Eric & Mary Holdeman 39 years 

5) Susan & Dominic Yarrington 12 years 

6) Bob & Shirlian Rasmussen 18 years 

8) Ralph & Karen Davey 48 years 

10) Carlos & Clora Carter 29 years 

11) Mike & Laurie Zorn 17 years 

24) Douglas & Lorinde Williams 44 years 

26) Chris & Juli Gendermann 1 year 

       Al & Georgia Meier 41 years 

29) Jason & Briana Houser 3 years 

30) Leroy & Ginger Schmidt 54 years 
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The Board of  Directors would like to inform the con-

gregation that the annual property taxes for 2009 are 

$10,500, not the estimated $20,000 as was previously 

stated at the congregational meeting on February 8th.  

Kingdom Weekend Rocks! 

After a year since the last Kingdom Weekend, Immanuel held its sixth over the weekend of 
March 6-8. Seven first-time participants joined the team of nineteen adults and had a great weekend 
gathering around God’s word through various talks, small group discussions, and worship.  Even 
with occasional snow flurries falling, folks enjoyed getting to know one another in deeper ways than 
can be accomplished during the greeting time on Sundays. 

 After four years of conducting these spiritual renewal weekends, 102 people have attended 
through Immanuel. Some of those folks have moved, others are now worshipping in other local 
congregations, one has gone to meet the Lord, but many are still actively serving in a variety of ways 
at Immanuel. 

 Kingdom Weekend will be held again November 6-8. So, if you’ve thought about attend-
ing, mark your calendar now to save the dates. If you have questions, feel free to ask anyone wear-
ing a Kingdom Weekend name badge with the bright rainbow on it. 

Passionate About Worship 

 The Worship Task Force continues to work on the results of the survey and plans 
for focus groups to be held during April. Even though the final results of the survey are 
still being gathered, it’s clear that many folks have a real passion about their worship life. 
That’s great! The Task Force appreciates all of the input. Thank you! 

Focus groups will be forming soon and are available to anyone interested. You 
will be asked to sign up for the one you plan to attend so that the size remains manage-
able. The desire of the Task Force is to hear from every person and they will take every 
comment into consideration. The goal is not to give everyone what they want, but to ex-
plore how we can better accomplish Immanuel’s mission to share God’s hope by doing 
whatever it takes as we worship together at various times and with differing styles. 

The Task Force will make recommendations to the Board of Directors following 
the summarization of all the responses. The Task Force has no authority to implement 
any changes in the worship life of Immanuel. The following folks are members of the 
Task Force and are happy to discuss any of this with you: Craig Chilton, Kirk Hinman, 
Lynette McKenna, Judi Nix, Kris Susee, and Mark Zier. 

Men of Immanuel 

Saturday, May 9th at 8:00am the men of Immanuel are invited to gather for 
coffee and doughnuts in Brackman Hall. Let’s kick around some ideas for 

things to do together as Christian men. Bring your ideas, invite another guy 
you know from Immanuel, and let’s brainstorm together. Give Mark Zier a 

call or email him if you’re coming so he’ll have enough doughnuts for every-
one. mzier01@aol.com or 848-4548 ext. 25. 

mailto:mzier01@aol.com
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April 5   Palm Sunday 
              8am & 10:30am 
 
April 9   Thursday/Seder Meal 
               First Communion 
               6:30pm 
 

April 10   Good Friday Service 
                 7:30pm 
 
April 11    Easter Egg Hunt 
      10am  for preschool 
                  through 2nd grade 
 
                  8:30pm  for  3rd  
                   through 6th grade 

                    
 

April 12   Easter Breakfast 
     Served from 7:30am 
                to 10am 
 
April 12    Easter Worship with 
                 Holy Communion 
                 8am   9:30am  11am 

Holy Week Worship Schedule 

Ministry program as well.  Care 
Team volunteers and caregivers 
from several congregations are 
receiving this special invitation 
to join us and take home some 
key information about caregiv-
ing resources.  The presenter is 
Patricia Witt, a family caregiver 
for her mother and two sisters 
with disabilities, who is also the 
Caregiver University program 

Lutheran Social Services and 
Immanuel’s Care Team Ministry 
are inviting all caregivers to 
learn about “Finding, Creating and 
Using Resourcesó at 7pm, Mon-
day, April 27 at Immanuel 
Lutheran Church.  This ses-
sion is part of Caregiver Univer-
sity at Lutheran Community 
Services in Tacoma, which now 
coordinates the Care Team 

coordinator at LCS.  The pro-
gram lasts only 45 minutes; 
however, all are welcome to join 
us for a light meal at 6:30pm 
before the presentation.  A flyer 
on this event will be available in 
Brackman Hall.  Reservations 
are requested by Sunday, April 
19, so we can have a count for 
the meal.  Please contact Jim 
Newman at 253-677-4697. 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Served from 7:30am to 10am 
 

Profits benefit the Youth 
Mission Trip and the  

Emergency Fund 

Saturday, April 11 
Rain or Shine Event 

Bring your own basket 

10am  Preschool ð2nd grade 
8:30pm  3rd-6th grade 

(Bring a flashlight) 
 
 

An Event For All Caregivers—Monday, April 27, 2009 
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Return Service Requested 

How You Can Reach Us 

Staff to Serve You 

 

Senior Pastor: Rev. John Biermann:                                        

pjbiermann@qwestoffice.net   

Visitation Pastor: Rev Bob Banken: 

banken@comcast.net    

  Community & Care:  Mark Zier: 

MarkZier@SharingGodsHope.org 

Celebration & Children: Amy Schweim:                                      

alschweim@qwestoffice.net 

Preschool:  Michelle Barger: 

ilcpreschool@qwestoffice.net  

Youth:  Doug Weinrich:  

Doug@SharingGodsHope.org 

Office:  Mary Holdeman:   

mholdeman@qwestoffice.net 

Media Coordinator:  Judi Nix: 

judinix1@aol.com 

Bulletin & Newsletter Information: 

churchoffice4@aol.com 

Your Congregational President: Nancy Corrado 

pnacorrado@hotmail.com or #253-863-8044 

May Newsletter deadline is   

Friday, April 24th 

Please submit articles to  

churchoffice4@aol.com 

2009 

720 West Main  

Puyallup, WA 98371  


