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With the arrival of sum-
mer, as I sat down to write 
this article my mind took 
me back to learning to 
swim when I was about 
seven. We lived in a small 
town, but there was a com-
munity center there with an 
outdoor pool where swim-
ming lessons were held. My 
parents had signed me up, 
but I was terrified! It was-
nõt that anyone had ever 
thrown me in a lake or a 
pool and shouted, òsink or 
swimó, but I was scared. 
The instructor was kind 
and patient with me, but I 
remember putting up a fuss 
every morning for that 
week or two that I had to 
go. I was never so glad to 
be done with something as 
I was when that session of 
lessons was complete. I 
suspect my parents may 
have been equally thankful 
because of the stress I 
caused them in the process. 

Fear is a funny thing. It 
ignores logic and it can 
paralyze the most highly 
educated person. My dread 
of those swimming lessons 
was based in fear. Iõm not 
sure exactly of what, but I 
clearly remember the feel-

ing. It didnõt matter what 
my parents said or did, fear 
had a hold of me and re-
fused to let me go. Iõm not 
sure I wanted it to either. 

Right now in our world 
thereõs a lot of uncertainty. 
For some of you, thereõs 
even more than for others. 
Jobs are endangered, the 
stock market is still volatile, 
resources are stretched and 
limited and as a result, 
there is a high level of anxi-
ety, aka FEAR. The fi-
nances at church have been 
tested as well and there 
have been discussions 
about what might need to 
be done if giving doesnõt 
improve even more than it 
has. By the way, thank you 
to those of you who have 
stepped up and helped out! 

Some might ask, òWill Im-
manuel sink or swim?ó I 
believe that we will swim, 
but maybe the first ques-
tion we need to address is 
òWhat about our fear?ó 
Fear asks questions like, 
òWhat if things get 
worse?ó òWhoõs to blame 
for this?ó or òWhy did 
things get so serious before 
I knew?ó òHow much 
worse will it get?ó I en-

courage you to ask some 
different questions; ques-
tions based on faith rather 
than fear. Faith questions 
might be, òWhat does God 
want me/us to learn 
through this?ó ôWhere are 
there new opportunities for 
Godõs people to serve?ó 
òHow can I use my talents 
and resources to help?ó òIs 
there a way for God to get 
more glory and others to 
learn of His great love 
through all this?ó There are 
certainly others as well. 

As we head into the sum-
mer months, letõs keep our 
eyes fixed on the pioneer 
and perfector of our faith; 
Jesus. Letõs not let fear 
hold us back but rather 
allow Godõs grace to 
strengthen our faith as we 
stretch ourselves for His 
glory. Itõs not time to grab 
a life raft; itõs time to push 
out into the breeze of the 
Spirit who will carry us 
forward. There are bright 
days ahead! 

 

Godõs Blessings, 

Mark Zier  
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L.W.M.L. NEWS 

Our last meeting of this season will be on Wednesday, June 3rd beginning at 11:30 in Brackman Hall.  We usually 
hold our June picnic meeting off-site but this year will return to Brackman Hall.  The ladies planning the picnic 
feel this is a more central location and more women from the congregation will attend.  You are all invited and 
urged to bring a friend.  It will be a potluck and so please plan accordingly.  The theme is òAn Old-Fashioned 
American Picnic.ó  Casual (picnic) attire is suggested. 

The writer is not privileged to know just what activities will take place but you can plan on an afternoon of fun, 
Christian fellowship and of course, delicious food.  See you there? 

Quilters last session was May 27th and they have about 37 quilts ready to ship in the fall.  However, they are run-
ning out of material and sheets and need the help of the congregation.  Preparation of the quilt pieces continues 
during the summer so please, continue to bring sheets and material to the church.  Thanks again. 

We wish the best summer ever to the ladies of the congregation and hope that plans will allow you to join us in 
the fall.  Remember, the first Wednesday of every month is the date to save on your calendar. 

We can do great things for the Lord if 
we are willing to do small things for others. 

RBC Ministries  

ATTENTION GOLDEN CLASSICS: 
Are you ready for summer?  Did you think that it would 
never come?  Well, we have good news for you! 
Dan Willman, our "One Man Band", promises to bring 
summer with him when he entertains at our June potluck 
on Tuesday, June 16th, at 12:00 noon.  We all look for-
ward to Dan's performances when he gets out of  school 
and has many new stories to tell us about the kids he has 
been teaching.  He also brings his great voice and many 
wonderful music selections to prepare us for sum-
mer.  His great sense of  humor always brightens our day 
rain or shine!! 
Remember, this is the last potluck before our July "Out to 
Lunch" meeting.  Then we have a long wait until October 
when we come together again.  So bring all of  your 
friends, your table service, a favorite dish, and food for 
the Food Bank.  
Invite any shut-ins who need a ride and any newcomers 
who haven't yet joined us.  We welcome one and all so 
join us for a great afternoon of  fun and fellowship!!  We'll 
be looking for YOU!! 
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Whoõs Serving 

06/07/09 Dougõs team 

 8:00 am 

Deacon:  Helmut Schmidt 

Reader:  Jodi Turco 

Cantor:  Amy Schweim 

Sound: Larry Forschler 

 

 10:30 am 

Deacon:  Diana Guerrini 

Reader:  Sharlee Biermann 

Sound:  Dan Nix 

Projector: Judi Nix 

06/21/09 Dougõs team 

 8:00 am 

Deacon: Jodi Turco 

Reader:  Diane Peugh 

Cantor: Phil Schneider 

Sound: Larry Forschler 

  

 10:30 am 

Deacon:  Gail Vitale 

Reader:  Barbara Wortley 

Sound:  Dan Nic 

Projector: Joseph McKenna 

06/14/09 Amyõs Team 

 8:00 am 

Deacon:  Ian Douglas 

Assistants:  John & Donna Porter 

Reader:  Joan Hoagland 

Cantor:  Barbara Wortley 

Sound: Larry Forschler 

 10:30 am 

Deacon:  Kaylin Snodgrass 

Assistants: Jack & Cindy Morris 

Reader:  Scott Nelson 

Sound:  Carl Youngquist 

Projector: Donna Kingsbury 

  

06/28/09 Amyõs Team 

 8:00 am 

Deacon:  Helmut Schmidt 

Assistants: John & Helen Gardner 

Reader:  Karen Davey 

Cantor: Karen Urstad 

Sound: Larry Forschler 

  

 10:30 am 

Deacon:  Frank Vitale 

Assistants: Debbie Silver,  

                 Sharlee Beirmann 

Reader:  Earl Stallard 

Sound:  Dan Field 

Projector: Eric Holdeman 

Altar Guild 

Flowers & Paraments: 

Joan Hoagland 

 

Holy Communion Ware/Linens: 

Bonnie Pooley 

Worship team contacts 

Amy:  

alschweim@qwestoffice.net 

Doug: 

Doug@SharingGodsHope.org 

Audio-Visual contacts 

Judi Nix: 

253-376-3921 

Donna Kingsbury: 

253-445-5460 


