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As I write, it is 3 days 

before I take the 

youth on the Mexico 

mission trip.  When 

you read this article, 

the group should be 

back home, and you 

may have already 

heard some stories 

from the trip.  Right 

now, on June 21, I am 

going over the things 

that need to be fin-

ished before we can 

leave on the 24th.  I 

am finding myself 

feeling somewhat 

nervous about the 

trip.  What I think my 

nervousness comes 

from is that it seems  

everything has been 

falling into place too 

smoothly.  I am won-

dering what big thing I 

have forgotten, and 

inevitably I will re-

member when we are 

an hour down the 

road!  Even after hav-

ing led eight other 

trips to Mexico, I still 

have a sense of nerv-

ousness about what 

will happen.  I think a 

big reason for this is 

that while you can 

plan as carefully as 

possible, one still nev-

er knows for certain 

how things are going 

to turn out. 

 

The theme for the 

Mexico week is òWell, 

W h a t  d o  Y o u 

Know?!ó  The idea 

being that there are 

things we know and 

things we do not 

know.  Further, there 

are things we need to 

learn, as well as 

things we need to un-

learn.  My prayer for 

all going on the trip, 

including myself, is 

that we would be 

open to learning new 

things and letting go 

of that which holds us 

back.  How is God go-

ing to work on this 

trip so that we will be 

drawn closer to 

Him?  What is God 

going to tell us we 

need to lay aside for 

His sake?  These are 

the questions that a 

mission trip gives 

someone the oppor-

tunity to ask.  At the 

same time, these are 

questions that we 

need to be posing to 

ourselves on a daily 

basis.  I encourage 

you to think about 

these things this sum-

mer, be in Godõs 

Word, and see what 

God will show you. 

 

Doug Weinrich 

Minster to Youth 

My prayer for all 

going on the trip 

...is that we 

would be open 

to learning new 

things and let-

ting go of that 

which holds us 

back.   
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In my visitation ministry Iõve had some pleas-

ant surprises.  Itõs like Jesus said when he 

spoke of the moving of the Holy Spirit.  He 

said, òThe wind blows where it wills.  You 

hear the sound of it, but you cannot tell 

where it comes from or where it is going.  So 

it is with everyone born of the Spirit.ó John 

3:8.  This is also true as congregations are 

born.  After Pentecost òthe Lord added to 

their number daily those who were being 

saved.ó  This has happened at the Sunset 

Apartments with the help of Dorothy Iverson 

and others.  I now serve about 14 with a ser-

vice each month.  Another group is forming 

at the Silver Creek Retirement Home with the 

help of Robert Christiansen.  Each month I 

meet with a group at the Franklin house for a 

time of òBible and Song.ó 

My thanks to all of you at Immanuel for mak-

ing it possible to continue these ministries as 

well as all the individuals who are served 

each month.  Thanks also to Phil Schneider, 

our licensed deacon and chairman of the 

congregation, who serves some individual 

home-bound persons between my visits.  

May God continue to bless all our ministries 

at Immanuel and those that flourish beyond 

the confines of our buildings at 7th and 

Main.   

 

Pastor Bob Banken, Visitation Pastor. 

EMERGING CONGREGATIONS 

The Story 
 

I have some exciting news: This Fall on Wednesday evenings you have 

the opportunity to read the whole Bible in a unique way.  The Story is the 

NIV Bible rearranged into chronological order and condensed.  You will 

be able to read a chapter a week in the Story and attend our Wednesday 

evening gathering to discuss and learn more about God's Word. 

 

Often the reading of the Bible seems overwhelming, so most people do 

not attempt it.  This process will allow you to fully read about many of 

the things you have learned in the Christian faith. We in the Lutheran 

Church like to pride ourselves in being a church body that is fully based 

upon Scripture, yet not many of us have studied major sections of the 

Bible.  Now you can.  You will find moments in which you see Bible sto-

ries in their context and realize how it fits together in the whole Story. 

 

I would like to challenge you to consider this class!  How do you get in-

volved?  On Sundays check the Connection Center in Brackman Hall.  

You can sign up and receive an information sheet about the time and 

place.  You will need only to purchase a copy of The Story ($14.95) from 

Zondervan.com.   

 

Plan now to enroll in this class!  Any questions, just ask me.  My email is:  

jcbiermann01@aol.com.  My phone is:  253-848-4548 (church) or 253-

381-0219 (cell) 

 

Have a great summer and let's get together around The Story in the Fall. 

 

Blessings,  Pastor John 
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07/03/11  Dougõs Team 

8am 

Deacon:  Jodi Turco 

Cantor:  Amy Scheim 

Reader: Derwin Dressler 

Sound:  Larry Forschler 

 

10:30 am 

Deacon:  Ian Douglas 

Reader:  Emily Fryberger 

Projector:  Judi Nix 

Sound:  Dan Nix 

07/10/11  Amyõs Team 

8am 

Deacon:  Jodi Turco 

Cantor:  Barbara Wortley 

Reader:  Shirley Markus 

Assistants:  Phil & Joy Schneider 

Sound:  Larry Forschler 

 

10:30 am 

Deacon:  Diana Guerinni 

Reader:  Nancy Corrado 

Assistants:  Dennis & Jayne Gregory 

Projector:  Joseph McKenna 

Sound:   Carl Youngquist 

Worship team contacts 

Amy:  

alschweim@qwestoffice.net 

Doug: 

Doug@SharingGodsHope.org 

WHOõS SERVING

 

07/17/11  Dougõs Team 

8am 

Deacon:  Ed Schultze 

Cantor:  Phil Schneider 

Reader:  Diane Peugh 

Sound:  Larry Forschler 

 

10:30 am 

Deacon:  Diana Guerinni 

Reader:  Elaine Gillespie 

Projector:  Donna Kingsbury 

Sound:   Wayne Davey 

07/24/11  Amyõs Team 

8 am 

Deacon:  Helmut Schmidt 

Cantor:  Al Luberts 

Reader:  Jan Clark 

Assistants:  Karen Davey,  

          Richard Andersen 

Sound:  Larry Forschler 

 

10:30 am 

Deacon:  Ed Schultze 

Reader:  Barbara Wortley 

Assistants:  Doug & Denise Gerken 

Projector:  Eric Holdeman 

Sound:  Dan Field 

07/31/11  Amyõs Team 

8am 

Deacon:  Helmut Schmidt 

Cantor:  Diane Peugh 

Reader:  Joan Hoagland 

Sound:  Larry Forschler 

 

10:30 am 

Deacon:  Terry Qunell 

Reader:  Earl Stallard 

Projector:  Judi Nix 

Sound:  Dan Nix 

Communion is Served at 

both services the 2nd and 

4th Sunday of July 

Audio-Visual contacts 

Judi Nix: 

253-376-3921 

 

Donna Kingsbury: 

253-445-5460 

Altar Guild 

Flowers & Paraments: 

Joan Hoagland 

 

Holy Communion Ware/Linens: 

Vicki Cyrier 



2) Ron & Marie Ressler 21 years 

3) Al & Vickie Bessette 4 years 

      David & Vicki Garrison 31 years 

5) Joseph & Elaine Gillespie 4 years 

7) Derwin & Ardyce Dressler 27 years 

      Brian & Janele Nelson 27 years 

9) Scott & Danetta Nelson 6 years 

10) Chris & Tristin McNabb 18 years 

12) Richard & Cheryl Petzoldt 8 years 

15) Milt & Jodi Turco 22 years 

19) Ronn & Monica Lauer 14 years 

20) Tim & Karen Keopple 20 years 

21) Kelly & Kris Susee 21 years 

22) Michael & Janet Nelson  22 years 

23) Barry & Rhonda Nelson 17 years 

24) Cliff & Carmella Goodman 7 years 

27) Gary & Sue McCutcheon 37 years 

29) Dan & Judi Nix 22 years 
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July Birthdays 

July Anniversaries 

1) Ervin Casanova 

2) Atticus Rubke, Marianne Schuh 

4) Julie Heidal 

6) Russell Storaasli 

7) George Duris, June Pattee, 

Richard Petzoldt 

8) Josh Morman 

9) Brady Mackley, Julie Neff 

11) Roger Miller 

12) Kathleen Hall, Dorothy  

       Louderback, Jayson Schweim 

13) Michelle Barger, Kyndra  

       Nelson, Don Oesch 

14) Sara Coleman, Kelly Yoder, 

       Brian Zier 

15) Nate Schmock 

18) Michael Hinman 

19) Brent Hanson, Cheryl Petzoldt 

21) Gale Baker, Heather Billings,  

       Rachel Gregory, Judy Rittierodt 

22) Jennifer Kurilla 

23) Wayne Davey, Rich Hanenburg 

24) Wendy Clearman 

25) Lorraine Edwards,  

       Heather Nelson 

26) Judy Knittel, Olive Moody 

27) Kaly Christie, Jordan Nelson,  

       Barb Newman 

28) Gabi Csuha 

29) Carson Dewey 

30) Joyce Eggers, Leona Kauth,  

       Ozzie Warwick 

31) Brad Bacon, David Brown,  

       Debbie Silver 

CAR SHOW UPDATE 
The staff has decided that there will not be a car show 

this summer.  The funds that would have been used for 

the car show will be used for other ministries. If you 

have any questions please donõt hesitate to contact ei-

ther Pastor John or Amy at the church office. 
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There is a need for people to prepare and serve 

the community meal on August 14, 21 and 28.  

If you would like to be responsible for any of the-

se dates you can contact Amy Schweim at (253)

848-4548. 

Watch 'The Bible on Trial' July 18 
The Bible. How could it possibly be accurate? How can you know? What about this book has 

compelled people to give their lives to defend its claims? The validity of the Bible has been 

questioned for ages and still remains an intriguing subject! The Bible on Trial, a television 

program from Lutheran Hour Ministries, takes a unique look at the subject and presents 

facts about the most widely printed book in history. Watch The Bible on Trial on Monday, July 

18 at 9 p.m. Eastern through the National Religious Broadcasters Network, as well as online 

at www.nrbnetwork.tv  

Visit www.TheBibleTrial.com for more information and broadcast times.  

HELP WANTED! 
If you like to sew and would 

love to work on a Mission Pro-

ject, the Missionary Society is 

offering you an opportunity to 

Serve The Lord With Gladness.  

We have patterns and materi-

als to make  òBack Packó draw-

string cloth bags to hold school 

supplies.  The goal is 25 bags.  

The deadline is September 1st 

for finished, filled bags.  If you 

are interested, please call 

Shirlian 253) 446-0390.  

Needed for VBS: 
If you use 16.9oz water bottles  and would like to 

donate them for VBS this year, please put the 

bottles, with lids, in the box located in Brackman 

Hall.  - Thank you 

JOIN US FOR  

PANCAKE BREAKFAST  

JULY 3 @ 9:15AM 
BRACKMAN HALL 

http://www.nrbnetwork.tv/
http://www.thebibletrial.com/
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Yes, it's the good ol' summer time and we 

hope you are all enjoying it!  There will be no 

potluck at the church in July because July is 

our "OUT TO LUNCH" month.  Please make 

sure you have signed up for the car/van trip 

on Tuesday, July 19th to visit the three sites 

of the Tacoma Rescue Mission:  the Family 

Centers on Adams and Tyler Streets and also 

the downtown Tacoma Center.  We must 

know how many people are going, so make 

sure your name is included on the list if you 

wish to go.  

  

 We will be leaving the church parking lot at 

10 a.m. sharp and plan to eat at 

the SPAGHETTI FACTORY at 1 p.m., returning 

to the church around two.  This will be a very 

interesting and timely tour for us to see what 

wonderful work these people accomplish and 

the facilities that are available. 

 While you are signing, don't forget to also 

sign up for the Mt. Rainier bus trip on Tues-

day, August 16th.  We will have more details 

on that trip as time goes on.  Please be sure 

to mark these days on your calendar and 

make them a part of your summer.  This 

would be an ideal time to invite friends and 

neighbors to join us! 

  

Remember: "A hug is like a perfect gift.  One 

size fits all and nobody minds if you ex-

change it!"  

 

L.W.M.L. NEWS (Lutheran Womenõs Missionary League) 

ATTENTION GOLDEN CLASSICS 

The goal of LWML is to serve Church, Commu-

nity and World through various mission pro-

jects.  During the summer months, the Board 

will be working on plans to complete several 

of those missions.  If you come to our meet-

ings (the 1st Wednesday Sept-June) you will 

find your special way to 

SERVE THE LORD WITH GLADNESS. 

1 The LWML DISTRICT Convention will be in 

OLYMPIA, WA in 2012 and you will be 

hearing a lot more about that after Sep-

tember. 

2. We will also be having two Zone Rallys, 

Fall 2011 and Spring 2012.  These are 

held at various Lutheran churches in our 

area and are excellent opportunities to 

meet other Christian women with similar 

goals of service. 

All women of the Immanuel Congregation are 

already òmembersó.   

No membership fees, no dues, you just need 

to come to the meetings.   

Your friends are always welcome also. 
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Vacation Bible School is quickly ap-

proaching.  You can access the registra-

tion forms in the fellowship hall or online 

at www.SharingGodsHope.org.   

 

If you would like to volunteer or have any 

questions please contact Amy Schweim 

at (253)848-4548  

Camp registration fee includes four days of fun for three hours each day, snacks, crafts and lots of new friends.  

The cost of camp is $55.00 each session and can accommodate 30 campers.  We  need a minimum of 25 camp-

ers to make our day camp possible, if we are unable to meet the minimum, we will cancel camp and refund your 

money. 

 

REQUIREMENTS: 

1. PRESCHOOL AGES CHILDREN 3-5   

       (Entering Kindergarten in the fall is okay) 

2. MUST BE POTTY TRAINED AND ABLE TO USE AN ADULT  

       SIZE BATHROOM UNASSISTED.  

July 25ñ29  

9amñnoon 

http://www.sharinggodshope.org

