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The Bible is a fantastic 

book of encouragement, 

direction for living, and 

most of all shares God’s 

incredible grace in Jesus 

Christ.  I am constantly 

amazed how little the 

average Christian reads 

and studies God’s In-

spired Word to us!  Every 

so often when I am read-

ing the Bible, I am 

amazed by the ―new‖ 

things I discover in pas-

sages I have already 

read.  Someone once 

told me that the Bible is 

so simple that anyone 

can understand its basic 

message, yet so deep 

that you can never ex-

haust its message.   

 

This Fall, beginning on 

September 21st, I will be 

teaching ―The Story‖ 

each Wednesday even-

ing.  I am hoping and 

praying that many of you 

will sign up and pur-

chase this wonderful 

book.  Actually the book 

is a compilation of the 

Bible, arranged in chron-

ological order.  Through 

this study, you will be-

come more familiar with 

the Bible, its contents 

and its powerful mes-

sage of God’s rich love 

for each person.  It is my 

dream that all will find a 

particular passage to 

―call their own‖ for the 

rest of their lives! 

 

One of the wonderful 

things I have witnessed 

in my ministry over the 

last 38 years is the way 

memorized passages 

have had great comfort 

and value to people. 

There have been times, 

when  I  was  a t 

someone’s bedside and 

they remembered a pas-

sage from the Bible that 

we were able to discuss 

and pray about.  When I 

began my ministry in St. 

Petersburg, Florida, 

there was an older lady 

in our congregation 

named Sophie.  She had 

memorized great por-

tions of the Scriptures 

and I was always in-

spired by her sharing 

these with others and 

myself. 

  

This brings me to my 

favorite verse of Scrip-

ture:  John 20:31 - 

…‖these are written that 

you may believe that 

Jesus is the Christ, the 

Son of God, and that by 

believing you may have 

life in his name.‖ (NIV) In 

this verse I believe you 

have the whole reason 

that God gave us his 

written Word, to share 

the living Word – Jesus. 

Many times in ministry 

when I am over-

whelmed, I recall this 

verse and the purpose 

of what I am doing for 

God and His People – 

You!   

  

I call this verse from 

John my ―life verse‖, be-

cause it directs many of 

my efforts in life.  Basi-

cally, my big goal in life 

is to share the Hope and 

Good News with people 

so they may have life in 

Jesus’ name.  It is my 

prayer and hope that 

you too will find a pas-

sage or two in God’s 

Word that will inspire 

and direct your life! 

Blessings,  

Pastor John  

One of the wonder-

ful things I have 

witnessed in my 

ministry over the 

last 38 years is the 

way memorized 

passages have had 

great comfort and 

value to people.  
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Don’t miss out on ―HOPE IN ACTION‖! 
This year’s weekend will be September 

24th and 25th.  Sign up for projects will 

take place beginning on Sunday, Au-

gust 28th and will continue through the 

11th of September.  We will also be 

taking reservations for the meal that 

will follow our 4 PM worship service on the after-

noon of the 25th.  Do you want a ―HOPE IN AC-

TION‖ t-shirt? We will be placing orders for those 

through the 11th as well.  If you have questions or 

have a project that you would like considered for 

―HOPE IN ACTION‖ please contact Amy Schweim 

at (253)848-4548 or alschweim@aol.com 

Beginning Wednesday, September 28th from 

6:30 to 8:00, Mark Zier will be leading a New 

Partners Class. The class is designed first to 

help a person have or strengthen a faith rela-

tionship with Jesus Christ. It will also help 

you better understand what it means to live 

out that faith within a Lutheran congregation 

and what it means to be an active member 

of Immanuel. 

 

The class will run through Wednesday No-

vember 16th followed with New Member Sun-

day on Sunday, November 20th for those who 

choose to join. This class is a fun and infor-

mal place to meet others and get answers to 

many of your questions about the Christian 

faith and Immanuel Lutheran. Attendance at 

each session is not mandatory, although en-

couraged. 

To register call the church office at 848-

4548 or email Mark Zier at 

mzier01@aol.com and save the dates on 

your calendar now.  

For those who are already members or not 

interested in membership at this time, 

please plan on joining the Bible study of The 

Story that will be led by Pastor John on 

Wednesday evenings. 

IMMANUEL MEMBERSHIP CLASS 

Our September Volunteer 

of the month is  

Ariana Conaway. 
I began volunteering here in 

March of 2011.  Originally, I 

started to complete my commu-

nity service for my Senior port-

folio.  I was nervous and wor-

ried about how difficult working 

here may be, but Holly taught 

me how to work everything and was extremely 

patient with me.  The atmosphere of THR3E 

was so welcoming that when my hours were 

finished I couldn’t and didn’t want to quit so I 

talked to Holly about staying and volunteering 

during summer, and, well, here I am!  I love 

being here and making drinks and meeting all 

the people that come in everyday.  It’s a won-

derful experience that I can’t walk away from.   

This experience has made a difference on my 

faith and everything that goes along with it, 

because talking to all the people from the 

church and just constantly being around reli-

gious/faithful people has opened my eyes a 

lot.  The atmosphere is just so welcoming that 

it’s hard not to want to believe in anything. 

 

Ariana is an incredible presence at THR3E.  

She has been an incredible blessing for which 

I, Holly Luna, am very grateful!!  After volun-

teering during the school year, Ariana volun-

teered the entire summer averaging 20 hours 

a week!  She radiates an honest, inclusive, 

kind spirit.      Ariana is insightful, diligent, 

honest and a very hard worker.  If you haven’t 

had the chance to meet her, please stop by 

THR3E, introduce yourself, and say, ―Thanks!‖ 

for all of her hard work. 

mailto:alschweim@aol.com
mailto:mzier01@aol.com
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09/04/11 Amy’s Team 

8am 

Deacon:  Helmut Schmidt 

Cantor:  Amy Schweim 

Reader: Wayne Knittel 

Sound:  Wayne Davey 

 

10:30 am 

Deacon:  Ed Schultze 

Reader:  Diana Gerken 

Projector:  Donna Kingsbury 

Sound:  Wayne Davey 

09/11/11 Doug’s Team 

8am 

Deacon:  Helmut Schmidt 

Cantor:  Barbara Wortley 

Reader:  Darlene Luberts 

Assistants:  Jan Forschler, 

         Wayne Knittel 

Sound:  Larry Forschler 

 

10:30 am 

Deacon:  Diana Guerrini 

Reader:  Joelle Csuha 

Assistants:  Jack & Cindy Morris 

Projector:  Judi Nix 

Sound:   Carl Youngquist 

Worship team contacts 

Amy:  

alschweim@qwestoffice.net 

 

Doug: 

Doug@SharingGodsHope.org 

WHO’S SERVING 09/18/11 Amy’s Team 

8am 

Deacon:  Jodi Turco 

Cantor:  Phil Schneider 

Reader:  Julia Dressler 

Sound:  Larry Forschler 

 

10:30 am 

Deacon:  Terry Qunell 

Reader:  Gavin McNabb 

Projector:  Eric Holdeman 

Sound:   Dan Field 

09/25/11 Doug’s Team 

4 pm 

Deacon:  Ian Douglas 

Reader:  Rick Eggers 

Assistants:  Cecil & Karron Terry 

Projector:  Judi Nix 

Sound:  Dan Nix 

 

 is Served at both services the 2nd 

Sunday in September and during the 

4pm service on September 25th. 

Audio-Visual contacts 

Judi Nix: 

judinix@qwestoffice.net 

 

Donna Kingsbury: 

253-445-5460 

Altar Guild this month 

Flowers & Paraments: 

Bonnie Van Lierop-Pooley 

 

Holy Communion Ware/Linens: 

Bonnie Van Lierop-Pooley 



2)  David & JoAnn Bauer 41 years 

      Noel & Lynette Fryberger II 20 years 

      Art & Jackie Schweim 50 years 

3) Ozzie & Sylvia Warwick 62 years 

7) Erick & Angela Larsen 8 years 

13) Roger & Marilyn Miller 53 years 

16) Mike & Shawn Dietz 30 years 

       Elmer & Sandra Hanson 49 years 

17) Nick & Kelly Wakefield 17 years 

19) Dennis & Jayne Gregory 13 years 

       Jason & Julie Heidal 13 years 

       Cecil & Karron Terry 26 years 

20) Lupe & Holly Luna 3 years 

21) Mark & Beth Zier 26 years 

22) Denny & Margaret Langston 32 years 

23) Darell & Donelle Brown 16 years 

25)  Matt & Bryttani Hinman 1 year 

29) Tom & Tracy Carroll 22 years 

       Tom & Mary Kirkelie 60 years 

       Richard & Cora Turner 60 years 
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September Birthdays September Anniversaries 
1) Mike Silver 

3) Shayanne O’Day-Mackley, James Robblee 

4) Adeline Rubke 

6) Miae Chilton, Emily Fryberger, David Garrison 

7) Joe Baker, Cheryl Dallum, Roy Munson,            

Frank Vitale 

8) Nicholas Berry, Noel Fryberger  

9) Nathan Clearman, Ryan Clearman, Karen Davey, 

Elliot Holdeman 

11) Diana Brown, Ian Douglas, Brenna Peterson,  

       Seth Peterson 

12) Bryan Billings, Sue Field, Kathryn Kindschuh 

13) Emma Werner 

14) Diana Gerken, Jean Rockstad 

16) Joe Gillespie, Sandra Hanson 

17) Kera Christie 

18) Mike Costanti, Richard Hall, Jarett Hanenburg 

19) Kristin Schmidt 

21) Casey Schweim 

22) Michael Nelson, Diane Peugh, Cora Turner 

23) McKensie Clearman, Bob Fay, John Gardner 

24) Sam Field 

25) Vicki Black, Gena Lansford, Sonja Milnor-Taylor 

26) Bonni Gessner 

27) Jeanette Gretzner, Kevin Kane,  

       Lorraine Richardson, Phil Schneider 

28) Jan Forschler 

29) Nicole Kane 

30) Vicki Bessette, Tim Field 

HEADS UP THRIVENT MEMBERS 
MT. Rainier Board elections are in October. 

Board members are allowed to serve only three years and 

then are required to take a year off before serving again. 

Currently, we have only the 5 required board members, 4 of 

which are allowed to serve one more year. 

Please prayerfully consider serving as a board member.     

For questions or ideas or comments please email Bar-

bara Clark clarkbj.2@msn.com or call #279-2017 

BE THE BEST PARENTS YOU CAN BE!  
A Lutheran Marriage Encounter weekend can teach you how! Marriage Encounter is 44 

hours where married couples can get away from jobs, kids, chores, and phones—and focus 

only on each other. If you’d like greater depth, growth, and enrichment in your relationship, 

you’ll like the difference a Marriage Encounter weekend can make! The next Weekend is 

October 14-16, 2011 in Seattle, WA. Visit the website www.GodLovesMarriage.org for more 

information and online registration. Registration is needed by September 23rd.  After that 

date, please contact Jim & Detra Swenson, jimanddetra@comcast.net, 360-574-6009, for 

weekend availability. 

THANK YOU Immanuel for your support of our minis-

try to families and children. Over $39,000.00 was 

raised over all in our Change for Children baby bottle 

fundraiser.  Immanuel gave $800.16 toward that goal.  

   - Adoption Ministry of Youth with a mission 

THANK YOU!   
Immanuel’s gift helps families emerge from the stress 

and destruction of homelessness into a bright future 

filled with hope and opportunities. 

All of us at Helping Hand House offer you our deepest 

thanks for helping us to change the lives of homeless 

families in our communities.  You make it possible for 

us to help them become stable and to overcome the 

obstacles holding them back from independence.   

   ~Nola Renz, Exec. Dir. 

http://www.GodLovesMarriage.org
mailto:jimanddetra@comcast.net
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This Fall on Wednesday evenings you 

have the opportunity to read the whole 

Bible in a unique way.  The Story is the NIV 

Bible rearranged into chronological order 

and condensed.  You will be able to read a 

chapter a week in the Story and attend 

our Wednesday evening gathering to dis-

cuss and learn more about God's Word. 

 

Often the reading of the Bible seems over-

whelming, so most people do not attempt 

it.  This process will allow you to fully read 

about many of the things you have 

learned in the Christian faith.   You will 

find moments in which you see Bible sto-

ries in their context and realize how it fits 

together in the whole Story. 

I would like to challenge you to consider 

this class!  How do you get involved?  On 

Sundays check the Connection Center in 

Brackman Hall.  You can sign up and re-

ceive an information sheet about the time 

and place.  You will need only to purchase 

a copy of The Story ($14.95) 

Zondervan.com.  Or (13.59) Amazon.com 

Let's get together around The Story in the 

Fall. 

 

SEPTEMBER 11 
9:15ü10:15 AM 

 
Children’s Ministry is in need of some help with 

Sunday school and MOPS.  
We need a couple of people to be assistants in the preschool and 

kindergarten classrooms on Sunday mornings.  And, MOPS is in 

need of one person to work in the two year old classroom and 

also people to be available to be substitutes in any of the class-

rooms.  If you would like more information or to volunteer please 

contact Amy Schweim at (253)848-4548 or alschweim@aol.com  

The Senior Choir, the choral group that is 

a vital part of our 8am worship, will begin the new 

choir year with their first rehearsal on Thursday, 

September 15, at 6:30pm. 

―Make a joyful noise unto the Lord‖ is the way the 

Psalmist said it.  This sums up so very well the 

purpose and reason for this group of ―God’s Joyful 

People.‖  Membership is open to all who wish to 

make that joyful noise.  

Begins 

DISCIPLESHIP,  HOW TO FOLLOW JESUS,  
begins on October 16th.  Learn how to locate and un-

cover the meaning of important passages of Scripture.   

For three years, during Sunday School time, we will ex-

amine and discuss the basics of serving Jesus here and 

now.  Discover your place in God’s plan, in His church; 

grace, faith and the Holy Spirit’s role in your life.  For 

more info call Jim or Donna Schwandt, 253-891-0607. 

September 7: Parents of 7-12 grade youth meeting 

in tHR3e at 6:30pm.  Parents only please. 

September 21: Wednesday Youth begins.  We will 

be going through ―The Story‖ 

September 24, 25: Hope in Action.  Sign up as fam-

ilies to help out around our community. 

October: Corn Maze, date and time TBD 

November 18-20: NW District Middle School Gath-

ering 

As well, please look for upcoming information 

about our 2012 Mission Trip.  Location will be    

determined by the end of October so we can begin 

planning and fundraising. 

Three areas that I will be making sure to give focus:  

¶ Students have a relationship with Christ 

¶ Students  have been equipped 

¶ Helping parents in their effort to disciple their 

youth during the teen years  

These seem like fundamentals, but by and large, 

the students who have had these three elements in 

their live are more likely to stay engaged with their 

faith in their 20-something years. 

 

Doug Weinrich 

Minister to Youth  

Here are some important dates for Jr & Sr High youth this fall… 

mailto:alschweim@aol.com
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L.W.M.L. NEWS (Lutheran Women’s Missionary League) 

Ladies of the Immanuel Congregation, you don’t have 

to join LWML, you are already a member.  Come, 

gather with us and … 

SERVE THE LORD WITH GLADNESS 

 

The first meeting of the Lutheran Women’s Mission-

ary League will be held on Wednesday, September 

7th, at 11:30 am in Brackman Hall.  Bring a sack 

lunch and enjoy coffee or tea and a delicious dessert 

prepared by our Hostess.  You will enjoy devotions, 

information on the activities of LWML on a national 

level as well as coming activities.  This first meeting 

gives us the opportunity to renew old acquaintances 

and meet new Christian friends. 

 

Mark the date Saturday October 15th on your calen-

dar.  We have a BIG SURPRISE for you.  Watch the 

Sunday Bulletins in September.   

 

Shirlian Rasmussen, Publicity - LWML 

253-446-0390 

 

LOVE TO QUILT?  Come to our first gathering 

on Wednesday, September 7th at 9 AM. and see 

what’s going on.  Novices are welcome.  Our quilting 

does not require precise, tiny stitches.  On the contra-

ry, we are tying yarn loops in the center of quilting 

squares for mission quilts.  This is a delightful group 

of ladies.  Be sure to bring a sack lunch.  Someone 

will always manage to bring goodies to share.  

Properties Update and Thanks! 
We came to you last February with two projects needing 

repairs that required rather substantial funding. The Prop-

erty Board is thrilled to report that due to the generous 

donations from the members of Immanuel, the Office roof 

was replaced within a month of our coming to you, and 

the parking lot was repaired and restriped this summer. 

And because of other donations of not only money, but 

time and labor our ACE bathroom remodeling crew will 

soon do their magic to the women's restroom at the front 

of the Sanctuary, and there will be a wheel chair ramp 

built at the front of the Sanctuary. The fences surround-

ing the HVAC units were rebuilt and repainted. The sprin-

kler system was repaired. Light bulbs and filters changed, 

and more!!! 

You are truly amazing, God bless you, and many Thanks 

from the Property board.  

Attention: Women of Immanuel  
You are invited to attend the first fall Women's 

Breakfast on Saturday, September 17th at 10:00. 

Please sign-up at the Connection Center in Brack-

man Hall or call Beth Zier (253) 732-8671. 

 

Phoenix Housing Update: We 

were pleased to host five families during the 

week of August 20 – 27th here at Immanuel.  

These families would have otherwise been liv-

ing in their cars or ―couch surfing‖ with rela-

tives had it not been for Immanuel’s open 

doors.  It is with a thankful heart that I thank 

the following people for their committed efforts 

to the families of Phoenix Housing! They are: 

Ginger Schmidt, Joanne Kruger, Wayne Davey, 

Bianca Culley, Jack & Cindy Morris, Dave & Jo-

Ann Bauer, Joel Simonson, Mike Costanti, Cecil 

Terry, the McNabb family, Bob & Shirlian Ras-

mussen, &  Karen Davey.  
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THR3E needs volunteers!  We need one or two volunteers for Wednesday 7 -1, 

Thursday 7 -3 and Friday 7 -1.  No experience necessary.  If you are only available 

a couple of hours, we would still love to have you!  
 

In return, we promise you:  

A supportive, Christian environment   

Training  

A free t -shirt  

Work reference  

If you would like to help, but volunteering does not work for you right now,  

THR3E is also looking for people to help with:  

· Laundry - 

 pick up our towels, launder and fold them twice a week  

· Exterior maintenance  

 weed the sidewalk, wash the outside windows and garage door  

  twice a month  

· Cleaning  

 stop by tHR3e at closing and help us clean for half -an-hour  

· Inventory  

 visit us once a week and inventory stock  

· School Calendar  

 we need someone connected to Puyallup High School who can alert us to  

 high attendance events (think football home games, concerts, etcé) 

If you have questions about volunteering, please contact Holly Luna at (253) 720-2786  

or by email at HBiermann1978@yahoo.com. 



720 West Main 

Puyallup, WA 98371 

Immanuel Lutheran Church 

Phone: 253-848-4548 

Fax: 253-848-3147 

E-mail: church@SharingGodsHope.org 

We’re on the web 

www.SharingGodsHope.org 

How You Can Reach Us 

Staff to Serve You 

 

Senior Pastor: Rev. John Biermann                                        

jcbiermann01@aol.com  

Visitation Pastor: Rev Bob Banken 

banken@comcast.net    

  Community & Care:  Mark Zier 

MarkZier@SharingGodsHope.org 

Celebration & Children: Amy Schweim                                   

alschweim@qwestoffice.net 

Youth:  Doug Weinrich 

Doug@SharingGodsHope.org 

Office Administrator:  Michelle Barger          

Michelle.Barger@comcast.net 

Administrative Assistant: Judi Nix 

judinix@qwestoffice.net 

Preschool: ilcpreschool@qwestoffice.net 

Manager of THR3E Ministry:  Holly Luna 

HBiermann1978@yahoo.com 

Bulletin, Newsletter & Calendar submissions: 

ilcoffice@qwestoffice.net 

Your Congregational President:  Phil Schneider 

pschneider@mrlh.org  

360-893-5539  

October Newsletter deadline is          

Sunday, September 25th, 2011. 

Please submit articles to  

ilcoffice@qwestoffice.net 

CHURCH PICNIC 
September 11,  

after 2nd  

Service. 
It will be outside  

on the grass next  

to the church.   

Each family bring a 

main dish  

AND salad or dessert.   

Bring extra to share with the  

Sunday Meal participants. 

Drinks, plates and plastic ware will be provided.   

Come to fellowship with the Body of Christ here at 

Immanuel!  If you have questions contact: 

Tristin McNabb temcnabb@comcast.net  

253-435-5973  

2011 

mailto:jcbiermann01@aol.com
mailto:pschneider@mrlh.org
mailto:temcnabb@comcast.net

